[Histologic and histochemical studies on the temporomandibular articular disc in young growing rats after functional mandibular advancements].
The purpose of these studies was to detect the patterns of the changes in the site of temporomandibular articular disc in the young growing SD rats after the functional protrusive appliance inserted with histologic and histochemical methods. The results showed that collagen fibres were dense, roughly paralleled linked especially anterioposteriorly after the mandible protruded functionally, chondrocytes and gycosaminoglycans contents increased apparently in the posterior band of the discs. The adaptive remodeling of the discs might be the results of the pressure of the condyle on the discs and the lateral pterygoid muscle to it. The remodeling growth of the discs were coordinate and adaptive with the proliferative changes of the condylar cartilage after the mandible protruded functionally. No pathological changes were found in the rat articular discs.